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ED 268 -PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS OF TEACHING CHILDREN

TOTAL CREDITS: 3

Prerequisites: ED 110FieldPractice II

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In order to develop an effectiveeducational perspectiveandphilosophyof Early Childhood
Education for our time. the evaluation of ideas about EarlyChildhoodEducation in western
civilizationis traced, and relevant writings are examined. In depth comparisonsof contemporary
programmes are made. Students will examine professionalethicsand issues related to the child
care field. As a result, the individualstudent will developa personalphilosophyof working with
young children.

II LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ELEMENTS OF THE PERFORMANCE:

A. Learning Outcomes:

1. Examineand analyze contemporary philosophiesof education and the programmes
reflectingthese approaches.

2. Examinecurrent issues that impact on the educationof young children

3. Develop a personal philosophyof earlychildhoodeducationwithin the ftamework
of ethicaland professional standards

B Learning Outcomes and Elements of the Performance:

Upon successfulcompletionof this course the studentwilldemonstratethe abilityto:

1. Examine and analyze contemporary philosophies of education and the programmes
reflecting these approaches.

Potential Elements of the Performance
acquire a historicalperspective of childdevelopmentviews and practices and
examinetheir influenceon contemporaryprogrammes.

use resources availablein order to facilitateindividualexaminationof various
educationalapproaches

demonstratecompetency in researchingand summarizingrelevant historical
philosophies

utilizerelevant literature. research and other pertainmentinformationavailable



ED 268 Philosophy and Ethics of teaching Children page 2

2. Eumine current issues that impact on the education of young children

Potential Elements of the Performance
explore current government childcare policy

investigate issues related to the availability,affordabilityand quality of childcare

outline supportive services for changingfamilies

3. Develop a penonal philosophy of preschool education.

Potential Elements of the Performance
examinethe need for a philosophyof education

use availableresources and participatein discussionswhich will effect personal and
professionalchange ...

advocate for servicesto childrenand familiesand for the early childhoodeducation
profession

articulate a personal philosophyby developingan audio or video tape

llL TOPICS:

Note: These topics sometimesoverlap severalareas of skilldevelopment and are not
necessarily intended to be explored in isolatedlearningunits or in the order below.

Historical study of childcare
Child care issues
ChangingFamilies
Quality Canadianchild care
Child care in other countries
Ethics in childcare

IV. TEXTS:
The Emerging Educator. Working in EarlyChildhoodSettings. Rudick,Nyisztor, Vanier
College, ITP Nelson
Early ChildhoodEducation AnnualEditions-95/96, 96/97,or 97/98 Dushkin
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v. EVALUATION PROCESS/GRADING SYSTEM

Seminar(researched presentation and write-up)
Articles
Test
ResearchlDebate/prepared notes
Tape presentingown philosophy

200At
15%
l00At
200At
35%

This is a "process" course, and class participationis crucial

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT (GRADINGMETHOD)

A+ -Consistentlyoutstanding performance
A -Outstanding achievement
B -Consistentlyabove average achievement
C -Satisfactory or "acceptable achievement

in all areas subject to assessment

90-100010

80-890-10

70-790-10

R - Repeat -- The student has not achievedthe objectivesof the course and the course
must be repeated.

VL SPECIALNOTES:

SpecialNeeds:
If you are a student with specialneeds (e.g. physicallimitations,,-isuaIimpairments,
hearing impairments,learning disabilities).You are encouragedto discuss required
accommodationswith the instructor and/or contact the SpecialKeeds Office,Room
E1203, Ext. 493,717,491 so that support servicescan be arranged for you.

Retention of Course Outlines

it is the responsibilityof the student to retainall course outlines for possiblefuture use in
acquiring advanced standing at other post-secondaryinstitutions.

VIL PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT
Not yet available

Your instructor reserves the right to modifythe course as he/shedeems necessaryto meet the
needs of students.
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LEARNING ACTIVITIES/ASSIGNMENTS
#1

POSSIBLE DEBATE TOPICS (All debate groups will meet with instructor
once topic is chosen)

1. Traditional day care is beneficialto childrenand their families. i.e., The needs are being
met!

2. High quality child care is attainable in Canada today.

3. Government should provide fundingfor privatelyowned, profit-makingday care centers.

4. The concept of mainstreaming has been oversold to the public.

5. Children should enter the formal education systemat age 3, and only graduates from
Teacher's College should teach them.

6. It is important to have mixed-agegrouping in EarlyChildhoodPrograms

7. Blended Kindergarten programmingis very beneficialto the child.

8. Canada should have a National ChildCare system.

Other topics related to the fieldof Early Childhoodeducationand the broader realm of work with
familiescould be debated, but must have prior approvalof instructor.

To organize for your debate, form yourselves into groups of8, and within that group, choose a
topic and divide into two opposing sides. Rememberthat if you have strong feelingseither pro or
con on a particular issue, your opportunity for learningis muchgreater if you choose to argue the
opposite side. It will give you more insight into the thinkingof those who espouse those views in
society, and you will also be put in the position of identifyingthe weaknesses in your beliefs,
perhaps ultimately putting you in a better positionto supportyour true opinion long after the
debate is over....

Your arguments must be supported by research, so begindiggingnow. A written copy of your

presentation Iistin2 and footnotin2 all maior ooints with comolete biblio2raohv (A.P.A.
format)
must be handed in at the beginningof the debate. Due date will be establishedonce topics have
been chosen. Remember to gather as much evidenceas you can so that you are also prepared to
refute your opponents.

Peers will engage in feedback and evaluationof debates.
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RESEARCH ISSUES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

DEBATE FORMAT

2 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

Third negative 3 minutes Third affirmative- 2 minutes

Fourth affirmative 3 minutes Fourth negative- 2 minutes

Fourth negative 3 minutes Fourth affirmative 2 minutes

Constructive SDeeches

The tint affirmative speaker introduces the resolution to be debated. S/he sketches the
background of the problem, showinghow and why it havecome about. S/he defines the critical
terms in the resolution.. When slhe has finishedspeaking,the audience should know and
understand the nature of the problemto which the affirmativeteam is responding. Furthermore,
the audience should also understandwhat the affirmativeis proposing. They should be persuaded
to believe that there is a problemrequiring attention and that the affirmative's plan makes sense.

The tint ne2ative speaker immediatelybegins to attack the case presented by her/his opponents.
Assumingthat no major disagreementsarise over the meaningsof critical terms used in the
proposition, s/he characteristicallyargues that no need existsfor the proposal advanced by the
affirmativeteam. S/he may concede that there are flaws in the negative side's argument, but might
also strenuouslyargue that the proposalbeing advancedby her/hisopponents is not necessary or
beneficialto remedy the problem.

The second affirmative speaker must brieflyreviewthe cases advancedby each side thus far,
pointingout the major areas of clash. S/he might mentionthat the first negative speaker has
conceded the existence of flaws in their side, but has minimizedthose flawsand argued that minor
modificationwould be sufficientto remedythe situation. The intent of the second speaker is to
pinpoint the audience's attention to this point of clash and to strengthen the affirmative's

Constructive Speeches

First Affinnative- 5 minutes First negative-
First negative- 5 minutes First affirmative-

Second affirmative- 4 minutes Second negative-

Second negative 4 minutes Second affirmative-

Third affirmative 3 minutes Third negative-
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argument and proposal indicating that the affirmative'splan is essential, as mere adjustments
would fail to solve the problem.

Tbe second ne2ative speaker usually restates the negative's stand on the "need issue". Hislher
primaryjob is to attack the affirmative's plan, perhapsarguing that it is unworkable, or that it
would create new and more serious problemsthat it would solve. Finallyslhe should ask for
clarificationand specification of parts of the affirmativeplan that are confusing.

The third and fourth affirmative speaker must respondto the negative's questions about the
affirmativeproposal. In other words, slhe must clarifyaspects of the affirmativeplan. S/he must
also demonstrate that the affirmativeplanwillmeet the need her/his side has demonstrated exists.
Finally, slhe must show that the plan would do so without creating any new or more serious
problems than those that already exist.

The third and fourth ne2ative speaker restates the weaknesses her/his side has perceivedin the
affirmative's stand and cites evidence to support her/hisstand as being more effectiveand
efficient.

Rebuttal Speeches
The purpose of the rebuttal speech is to defend the case your side has advanced against the
attacks of the opposition and to show weaknessesin the opposition's arguments. No new
arguments may be presented in rebuttal. Rebuttal speechesrequire the debater to determine
which arguments must by defended to support her/hiscase. Tbe rebuttal speech is very important
(most debates are won or lost in rebuttal) and the debater must decide which argumentsof those
originallyadvanced, should be extended (or furtherdeveloped) It is understood that the last
speaker on each team will summarizethe mainthrust of her/his side's arguments and will attack
the opposition's most vulnerable points.

Debate groups need to be oreoared and briefed on their entire topic and position. Re-
schedulingcan not take place, thus the debate willtake place on scheduleddate regardlessof
members being absent. If a member of a debate group is absent from class on the debate day
assigned, that portion of the grade willbe forfeited.Classpeer evaluation form will be
provided.

#2
Using "Annual Editions" choose four (3) articlesandwrite a personal critique using the
guidelineprovided.

#3

Student(s) will select and research a philosophy or approach used in Early Childhood
Education, either past or present (suggested list attached).You will select important ideologiesof
the programme and present your findingsto the class. You must also, at the time of presentation

--- ----



ED 268 - PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS OF TEACHING CIIll.DREN page 7

have a summary handout for each class member.(instructorwillgive you a photocopy form, allow

3 days for coping) Presentations will includeclass discussionsabout your findingsand will not be
materialyou read from notes.

#4

Final tape presentation of student's personalphilosophyof early childhood education. The format
and informationmust be suitable for presentation to a Parent's group. This tape will be
addressed to parents and at a professional level they can relate to. Minimumtime: 5 minutes
maximum:10 minutes.. Tape due December 4, 1998.

Evaluation Method for Tape

~k 5
Communication: coherence, consistency 8
Presentation: voice clarity (4);
pace (4); orientation (4) 12
Validity of Position 10

Total 35



Bank Street

Behaviour modification

Cooperative Association

John Dewy

Ecological Approach

Erikson

Frederich Froebel

Arnold Gesell

StanleyHall

Head Start

Highscope

Indian and Northern Affires

Montessori

Neighbourhood day cares

Robert Owen

Jean Piaget

EmiliaReggio

Skinner

Lev Vygotsky

Suggested List of Presentation Topics




